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LETTERS ON ELECTION, 
By Richard Wright of Glasgow, { Scotland.) 
(Continued from page 99 ) 

LETTER V. 

Dear Sir—In addition to my former Letters, I 
beg leave to offer a few remarks upon the election 
of the Jewish nation, and the dealings of Jehovah 
with them; after which, if God permit, I will en- 
deavour to investigate the subject as it relates to 
Christ and his disciples. At present, I shall state 
four propositions, with proofs and illustrations. 

Provosition I. The election of the Israelites 
was an act of the sovereign good pleasure of Jeho- 
rah. 

It would be superfluous to repeat what is already 
before the reader in my former Letters, respecting 
God’s choice of the seed of Jacob in their fathers, 
jn particular what I advanced in my last, to prove 
that the election of Jacob, irrespective of good or 
evil done by him, was not merely the election of 
the individual man, but of the whole nation which 
should proceed trom him: [I shall now barely ob- 
serve, that if what is there asserted be fully ad- 
mitted, the above proposition must be taken for 
granted: yet lest any one should consider the evi- 
dence already produced as inconclusive, such farther 
proof, fram the Seriptures, shall be brought forward, 
as | deem sufficient of itself to substantiate my po- 
sitton. 

The Lord did not call Israel to that peculiar 
holiness and obedience, which he required of them 
as his people, prior to, and independent of, his 
having elected them, as a condition, for the per- 
formance of which he should choose and deliver 
them; but he first chose and saved them, with a 
high hand, and outstretched arm, afforded peculiar 
manifestations of himself to, and bestowed special 
blessings upon them; and then, on the foundation 
of what he had done, called them to obey his will, 
and devote themselves to his service, as his peculiar 
people: therefore, his choosing them was an act 
of free favour. When Jehovah descended upon 
Mount Sinai, with tremendous displays of majesty, 
the more to excite their attention, and convince 
them of the obligations they were under to obey 
his words, Moses was commanded to remind the 
people of what God had done for them. When 
his awful voice addressed them from the midst of 
the fire, he began with informing them, that he 
was their God, and of the great salvation he had 
wrought for them, and then gave them his holy 
commandments to observe and do, Exod. xix. and 
xx. Their obedience was to flow from a sense of 





the obligations which they were under to the Lord, 
which obligations existed in consequence of the 
favours already bestowed upon them. 

Moses declared to the people that Jehovah chose 
them because he loved their fathers, that he did not 
set his love upon them, or choose thein, because 
they were more in number than any people; but 
that because the Lord loved them, aud because he 
would keep the oath which he had sworn to their 
fathers, he had brought them out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand. They were strictly charged not to 
speak ia their hearts, alter Jehovah had cast out the 
nations before them, saying, For my righteousness 
the Lord hath brought me in to possess this land, 
and were assured they did not go to possess it for 
their righteousness, nor for the uptightness of their 
heart; but that it was given to them in performance 
of the word which he had sworn to their fathers. 
Understand, therefore, (said Moses,) that Jehovah 
thy God giveth thee not this good land to possess it, 
Jor thy righteousness ; for thou art a stiffnecked 
people. Deut. iv. 37. vii. 7, 8. ix. 4, 5,6. x. 15. 
Samuel referred to its having pleased Jehovah to 
make them his people, l Sam. xii. 22. Ezekiel 
declared the Lord chose them, and wrought {or 
them, notwithstanding all their sins, for his name’e 
sake, chap. xx. To me it appears evident, from 
the above passages, that the election of the Jews 
was an effect of the sovereign good pleasure of 
Jehovah. 

Lest the above remarks should be so far miscon- 
strued, as to lead any one to suppose that those 
whom the Lord, of his sovereign good pleasure, 
hath elected, as he did the house of Israel, must 
necessarily be happy, whether obedient or disobe- 
dient to the divine will; that they are exempted 
fiom all punishment due to their sins, by a divine 
decree in their favour, I intend to show, that 

Proposition Il. The unconditional election of 
the Jews did not render them happy, independent of 
their obedience to God, nor in any wise prevent their 
being punished according to their sins. 

One of the pernicious effects of Calvinian elec- 
tion, I conceive to be, the leading persons to think 
that their security from punishment depends upon 
the unconditional deciees of God. I fear there are 
still men who suppose, that if they be of the elect 
nuinber, their happiness is secured, and their per- 
sons indemnified from future punishment, by an ab- 
solute, arbitrary decree ; consequently, inste@@ of 
seeking happiness here, and exemption from the 
wrath to come, by obtaining deliverance from the 
guilt, love, power, and defilement of sin, and by 





being made holy in heart and life, they are ever 
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seeking for proofs of their eternal election, which 
if they can be fully persuaded of, they think them- 
selves safe; while, on the other hand, they con- 
clude, that if they be not elected, God has no love 
fur them, has made no provision for their salvation, 
and that there is no possible way left for them to 
escape the wrath to come. As if the rewards and 
punishments of the future state were determined by 
an unconditional decree, when the Scriptures fully 
prove that every man will receive according to his 
works. As if God had not manifested his love to, 
and made provision for the salvation of all man- 
kind, when nothing is more evident. As if there 
was any possible way of enjoying salvation in this 
life, and of escaping the wrath to come, than that 
which is opened to the whole world, through re- 
pentance and faith. Those who are influenced by 
the foregoing hypothesis, are naturally led to seek 
for some foundation of hope in themselves, to look 
for certain operations upon their minds, as an evi- 
dence of their election, instead of flying for refuge 
to the hope set before them and before all men, in 
the gospel. 

Because it was impossible for Israel, though the 
chosen people of Jehovah, in whose behalf he had 
wrought wonders, and on whom he had bestowed so 
many favours, to derive all the advantage from their 
peculiar situation which it was calculated to be of to 
them, and to enjoy peace and happiness, unless they 
were obedient to the divine will; because it would 
be inconsistent with the divine character and 
government, to continue them in the uninterruptea 
enjoyment of all the blessings he had bestowed 
upon them, if they disbbeyed his voice; and be- 
cause if they rebelled against him, it became him 
to punish them, therefore, they were exhorted to 
hearken to his word, to walk in his commandments, 
to stand in awe of his judgments ; and were warned 


of the dreadful consequences which would follow if 


they dared to transgress. So, in the New Testa- 
ment, Christians are exhorted to labour to enter 
into the rest which remains to the people of God, 
and to take heed that they do not expose them- 
selves to calamities similar to those which have be- 
fallen the Jews, Heb. iv. 11. Rom. xi. 21. 

The constitution of human nature must cease to 
be what God hath made it; the connexion which 
he, in infinite wisdom and goodness, hath establish- 
ed between causes and effects, must be entirely 
broken; the fixed laws and orders of the moral 


world must totally change, and even the nature of 


good and evil must be reversed ; before men, elect- 
ed or not elected, can be really happy in the ways 
of sin, or before happiness can cease to be the con- 
sequence of obedience to God; but as these are 
changes which no man can suppose possible, and 
as the moral governmest of God is essentially the 
same at all times, it must follow that vice and virtue 
will, in all cases, be followed with effects according 
to their own nature. Hence, we might suppose, 
from the nature of things, that the Jews, though an 
elect nation, would become miserable in proportion 
as they became sinful; and such, on examination, 
we find to be the fact. 





As God is of purer eyes than to behold iniquity, 
it follows, that in whomsoever it eXists, it must be 
the object of his displeasure ; that he cannot fail tp 
manifest his indignation against it, and to punish 
those who are the subjects of it, according to the de- 
gree of their guilt, so long as it remains io them, 
whether they be his chosen people or others. To 
suppose that the righteous Governor of the world 
winks at, and passes by without punishment, the 
same guilt and pollution in his elect, as he severely 
panishes in others, would be to suppose him partial 
and unjust. We find, the Lord threatened his 
chosen people the Jews with the heaviest judgments 
hy the mouth of all his prophets. So far fram his 
suffering them to sin with impunity, because he had 
chosen them, and instead of his having made them 
a peculiar people, indaciog Jehovah not to punish 
them, this is assigned as the very reason why he 
would punish them for all their iniquities, Arnos ii. 
2. That the Lord did not merely threaten, but 
that his awfal threatenings have been executed 
upon the Jews, no man can deny. That the elect, 
who live undes the gospel dispensation, must give 
an account of themselves to God, and receive av. 
cording to the deeds done in the body, is very ey: 
dent, Rom. xiv. 12. 2 Cor. v. 10. 

Proposstion Ill. The Jews being punished a: 
cording to their sins, has not disannulled the coun- 
sel of God respecting them, set aside his election of 
them, nor will prevent his doing by and for them ali 
that he promésed to their fathers. 

If when Jehovah first chose the seed of Jacob, 
he had been ignorant of their future defection, and 
the panishment which would come upon them, his 
counsel respecting them might be frustrated, his 
choice of them set aside, and the ends for which he 
chose them for ever prevented, by such new and un- 
expected circumstances ; but if it be admitted, that 
when he first chose them and promised to do suc! 
great things by and for.them, he knew perfectly 
what their future conduct would be, then it follow: 
that the above proposition must be true : for it can- 
not be supposed, that the Lord would choose them 
for, and resolve to accomplish upon and by them, 
purposes which he, at the very time, knew thei 
conduct would render abortive, and for ever defeat 
That God knew, from the first, how the Jews would 
act, is evident, for their sins and punishments were 
foretold by Moses and the prophets; yet he chose 
them. He declared the end from the beginning ; 
consequently, he must have seen from the first, al! 
the circumstances of sin and suffering which would 
intervene between his original design of making al! 
his creatures happy, and the accomplishment of it; 
yet, with all the circumstances-in view, he absolute- 
ly promised to carry that design into effect. Hence 
we may conclude, that sin and punishmens shall not 
prevent his counsel standing, and his doimg all his 
pleasure, both respecting the Jews and al! mankind. 
Shall a mortal man, who is a potter, perform his 
pleasure upon the clay? Shall he, when a vessel = 
marred in his hand, form it again as it seemeth 
good to him, and shall not Jehovah, in whose hands 
all creatures are as clay in the hands of the potter, 
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perform all tis good pleasure upon them? Jer. 
xviii. 6. 

When Moses visited his brethren, the children of 
Israel, and supposed they would have understood 
how that God by his hand would deliver them, they 
refused him, saying, Who made thee a ruler and a 
judge? Acts vii. 95. Yet this did not prevent their 
being afterwards delivered by his hand, and brought 
to submit to him as their ruler, though they first 
experienced an increase of affliction. So, those 
who at present refuse Christ, and say, We will not 
have this man to reign over us, shall in the end be 
made subject unto him, though they must first ex- 
perience the most dreadful sufferings. All the sins 
of Israel, and the punishments inflicted upon them, 
in the wilderness, did not prevent Jehovah's giving 
them the land of Canaan, as he had before promised ; 
no more shall all the sins, and consequent punish- 
ment, of all the families of the earth, prevent their 
being ultimately blessed in the seed of Abram. 1 
am aware that some will object, as the individuals 
punished did not enter the land of Canaan, this is 
not to my purpose. I answer, that the nation being 
made to possess it, is sufficient to prove the imuu- 
tability of the counsel and promise of Jehovah, and 
nothing more than this is necessary to warrant my 
conclusion. The seventy years captivity did not 
prevent the Jews being afterward restored, and the 
Messiah being raised up among them, which proves 
the threatenings of God, and the punishinents which 
he inflicts, do not militate against the accomplish- 
went of his promises. Though the Jews have long 
since filled up the measure of their iniquity, and 
wrath is come upon them to the utmost of what was 
threatened, the Lord has not reversed his original 
choice of them, nor ceased to love them, for he re- 
pents not of his gifts and callings; all the punish- 
ment they have received will not prevent their being 
restored, and made a greater blessing t> mankind 
than they have ever yet deen: the punishment in- 
ficted upon them is preparatory to the mercy which 
God will have upon them all. Rom. xi. 28, 29, 32. 
So the punishment in the lake of fire, will be fol- 
lowed by the new heavens and earth, and a state of 
universal happiness, Rev. chap. xxi. Thus, we see, 
the divine punishments, instead of preventing the 
fulfilment of the counsel of God, are all subservient 
thereto: that so far from such terrible dispensations 
being any hindrance to his gracious designs, which 
have the ultimate happiness of the punished (or their 
object, they shall all, under the Divine guidance, 
be made conducive thereto: this hath been, and will 
be exemplified, by the Lord’s dealings with the 
house of Israel. 

Paorosition IV. The election of, and all Je- 
hovah’s dealings with his people the Jews, have had, 
and all his: future dealings with them will have, for 
their object, the benefit af mankind universally. 

Having. said so much in my former Letters, in 
support of the fact asserted in this proposition, I 
shall content myself now with barely glancing at a 
few cixcumstances illustrative of it. 

The mighty wonders which God wrought for 


to convince the Egyptians and the neighbouring 
nations of the impotency of their gods, and of the 
greatness and glory of Jehovah: the design was 
that his name might be declared throughout all the 
earth, Rom. ix. 17. Rahab the harlot heard there- 
of and believed to the saving of herself and family, 
Josh. chap. ii. The Philistines were influenced by 
the remembrance of the wonders which the Lord 
wrought in Egypt, ages afterwards, 1 Sam. vi. 6. 
The obvious tendency and design of the knowledge, 
pure worship, and laws, of the true God, being 
placed among a people who were situated in the 
centre of the nations, was the illumination and im- 
provement of the nations arouud them, The Gen 
tiles were not prevented from enjoying the advan- 
tages arising from the revelation which Jehovah 
afforded of himself to his chosen people; they might 
participate in his worship and ordinances, by be- 
coming proselytes. Through his dealings with, and 
the dispersion of the Jews, the Scriptures were dif 
fused, and the way prepared for the apostles to 
preach the gospel among the nations. The whole 
of the Jewish dispensation was intended as an in- 
troduction to Christianity, which has the happiness 
of the whole world for its object. Even the judg- 
ments of God upon the Jews, were the means of 
spreading the knowledge of his name among the 
Syrians, the Babylonians, the Persians, and other 
nations, 2 Kings, chap. v. Dan. chap. iv. and vi. 
The Lord made the falling away and diminishing 
of the Jews, a source of riches to the world, and 
the receiving of them again, and their fulness, shall 
be life from the dead to mankind around them. 
The apostle was filled with admiration and aston- 
ishment at the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God, displayed in his over- 
ruling all circumstances for the good of his crea- 
tures, and in his even causing the punishment of 
sin to issue in the happiness of mankind; he ex+ 
claims—* O, the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are his judgments, and his ways past finding out!” 
And again, “ for of him, and through him, and to 
him, are all things; to whom be glory for ever. 
Amen.” Rom. chap. xi. 
I remain, 
Dean Sir, 
In the bonds of the gospel, 
Affectionately yours. 
(To be continued.) 
—>>— 

From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 

ELDER HUTCHINSON’S ADDRESS. 

Samuel Hutchinson, a poor servant of Jesus 
Christ and a continual pensioner upon him: To 
those who profess christianity who are scattered 
abroad throughout the counties of York, Cumber- 
land, Oxford, Coos, Lincoln, Kennebec, and Som- 
erset, particularly those who are called Freewill 
Baptists, the Christian Band, Quakers, and more 
especially those who desire to stand free from sec- 
tarianism, sendeth greeting: wishing you health, 
and eternal svivation. I desire that ye be not 





Israel in Egypt, and at tbe Red Sea, were calculated 


moved in your minds at what yoo: may hear com 
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cerning me either on the one hand (if you feel i!! 
disposed towards me) to rejoice as thongh I had 
fallen from the hope of the gospel: or on the other 


the dark ages, who died without the knowledge of 
the true God. The millions among the various 
Pagan and Mahometan nations, at the present day, 


hand, to be cast down in your minds concerning me, | who are going into the other world in the same state 


as though I nad forsaken the way of truth which I 
have much commended. No, my friends; I feel 
this day as though Jesus is all to me, the chietest 
among ten thousand, and altogether lovely. My 
change of views only serves to enlarge my hope in 
the gospel ; to confirm my faith in the divine prom- 
ises, and to fill my heart with the sweetest grati- 
tude; and instead of making me a partisan, (that 
which I have so much testified against) it serves to 
confirm my former views on that subject. 

But that you may understand my present views, 
how T caine by them, and how long I have had 
them, I shall proceed to give you a summary ac- 
count of my experience in this particular. Because 
I have been accused of holding universal doctrine 
at one time, and at the next denying of i, &ec. Ke. 

Wherefore, I think myself happy, dear friends, 
that I shall answer for myself, touching all the 
things whereof I have beeu accused. Especially as 
I know many of you to be experienced in reason- 
ing, and to have some knowledge of the holy sciip- 
tures: wherefore I beseech you to read this commu- 
nication patiently. My manner of life from my 
youth, which was at the first among the Freewill- 
Baptists; and as they all know, which knew me 
from the time I professed religion, after the strictest 
manner, I lived a Freewill-Baptist. 

And now I stand and am censured for the hope 
of the promise made of God to the ancient holy 
men. Why should it be thought a thing incredible 
with you, that God should finally over rule and 
forelay all the wicked devices of the children of 
men ; His wisdom bring to naught all their foolish- 
ness; His love overcome all their hatred; His pa- 
tience wear out all their rebellion; His goodness 
finally, through Jesus Christ, overcome all their 
evil, and bring them all, in the present or future 
state, to a humble submission to his lovely sceptre ; 
and to exult in adoration pf that boundless good- 
ness which had always determined, and in infinite 
wisdom had carried into effect, their redemption, in 
a way which they had not foreseen ? 

I verily thought with myself, as I had been 
brought up to think, that all those who die with- 
out being born of the spirit while in this present 
life, must be endlessly miserable. Whereupon as 
I used to be very anxious at times about this point, 
sometimes tremulously fearing that I should finally 
fall from the love of God, and so be one of them; 
at other times I was anxious for the escape of 
others from the never-ending storm. While en- 
deavouring to ascertain the justice of such a tor- 
ment, twenty years ago, or near that time, I began 
to have scruples in my judgment respecting endless 
misery from the following considerations. 

The millions of the children of men who lived 
and died before the gospel dispensation, ignorant 
of God, and of his law, who have died without re- 
generation. The millions among the various na- 
tions of the world, daring the reign of popery, or 





The millions of children who are old enough to 
know they have sinned, and at times feel guilty; 
but know not who they have sinned against, (for 
although the spirit of truth enlighteneth them, they 
know not) and go into the other world in that state ; 
together with those who have not common under. 
standing. Will our infinitely good Creator suffer 
all those to be eternally in misery, without any 
offer or chance for salvation? It seemed to me that 
there could not be much efficacy in what our Re- 
deemer had done, if all those must be eternally 
miserable notwithstanding: and I had no doubt of 
the pre-eminence of the Redeemer, and of course 
I soon began to doubt the certainty of endless mis 
ery. And although there were many scriptures 
which appeared as though they meant endless imise- 
ry, yet, as I thought, we possibly might not under 
stand them rightly. So I considered eternal misery 
uncertain; and in a few years afterwards, I think 
about a dozen years ago, I considered it so uncer. 
tain that I left preaching it. Now you mrust under 
stand from what I have stated that, a dozen years 
ago, I did not believe in a universal restoration; 
neither did I then believe firmly in endless misery ; 
but at times I thought probably it was true ; at othe: 
times, it seemed to me it could not be true. 

Now it cime to pass before that time, say about 
the year 1807 or 1808, I began to have doubts of the 
propriety of water baptism in the christian dispen 
sation: and | underwent a serious exercise in my 
mind on that subject, which terminated about the 
year 1816, in “blotting out (from my heart) the 
hand writing of ordinances, that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, taking them out of the 
way and nailing them to the cross.” 

And while I was under the last named exercise, 
I was at times much perplexed on account of the 
divided state of those, who J considered the disci- 
ples of Christ; and after proposing various expe- 
dients, all which I found to be ineffectual, and 
viewing it a hateful thing, that christians should be 
so divided by parties or factions, I at length thought 
it best for me to be impartial, whether others would 
or not. 

Accordingly, in the year 1816, (if my memory is 
correct) I called a meeting for that purpose, and 
declared my independence of denominations iv 
matters of religion, and desired to bid an eterna! 
adieu to that spirit which divides the brethren in 
Christ. And front that day to this (although I ac- 
knowledge myself often fallible) I have endeavoured 
to shun divisions and causes of divisions as much 
as in me lay, and to follow peace with all men, es- 
pecially those who bear the image of Christ. 
Accordingly I left off building churches, viewing 
that man’s church-building was the very nursery of 
this denomination division ; as I also saw at the 
same time, from the New Testament scriptures, 
that the church of God is a spiritual habitation 
which man cannot build. 
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“Now I aim accused as being uncommonly change- 
able in matters of religion. And with regard to 
that, let every.one, who reads this, judge. I have 
been a professor of religion twenty and six years. 
and a public preacher near twenty-three years. | 
was aregular member of the Freewill-Baptist de- 
nomivation more than sixteen years, when I quit 
shat particular connexion ; [ never joined any other 
to this day—neither did I leave them because I wa: 
impeached. No; every honest man among them, 
who knew the circumstances of that case, will tes- 
tify, that I withdrew from them because of their un- 
-hristian walk as a body, which I strove for years 
to reform, but to no purpose. Moreover, these 
which I have named are all the considerable 
changes I have experienced, except the one which 
forms the present article; and besides I am very 
willing to acknowledge myself changeable ; yes, | 
rejoice in it. Would the herb of the field eve: 
come to maturity, if it should never change? Would 
the traveller’: make any progress in his journey, ti 
he should never change his ground? Would the 
scholar make any proficiency in literature, if he 
would never allow himself to receive any new ideas 
in the sciences ? Those people who condemn others 
for such changes, and glory in this, that they never 
have changed, would do well to remember that they 
are obliged to confess one of these two things, viz. 
Either that they always were infallibly right, or else, 
that they always were ignorant, and are determined 
to remain so, which f think is a pitiable dilemma. 

Having made this short defence, I now return to 
my thoughts on endless misery, which [ just now 
mentioned. I said I had lett off preaching endless 
misery; and my manner of preaching in that par- 
ticular was, to speak of the misery of the wicked in 
scripture language, as near verbatim as I could re- 
member ; for which cause, I suppose, I was not mis- 
trusted as favouring the idea of a general restoration, 
until about seven or eight years ago. No person I 
think, ever questioned me, as though he mistrusted 
me, until about the time I removed from the town 
of Scarborough, to this town, which was a little short 
of six years. Neither did there appear to be much 
dissatisfaction among my friends who opposed the 
restoration, until within two years past. 

However, previous to my removing from Scarbo- 
rough to this town, I had progressed in ideas favour- 
able to the restoration, almost imperceptibly, per- 
haps by the following means: A dear friend of 
mine, in the town of Scarborough, who believed in 
universal restoration, gave me a little book. as a 
present; it was “The Spirit of Prayer,” by Wil- 
liam Law. Which, although in some sentences he 
seemed to preach eternal misery; yet in others he 
expressed ideas which I always advocated, and at 
the same time, he expressed the sentiments in such 
a manner that I could not see but that they were 
near, or quite conclusive to prove the restoration of 
all men. (To be continued.) 

—<>—- 
NEW ASSOCIATION. 

On Wednesday morning, the second day of No- 


gates in the faith of Universal Salvation, convened 
at the city of Hudson, Columbia county, in the state 
of New York, to take into consideration the expe- 
diency of organizing an Association of Universa- 
lists, in fellowship with the General Convention 
and all other similar Associations ; and being thus 
assembled, they commenced then labours with pub- 
ie service in the church, 

Introductory Prayer, which was followed by a 
Sermon from Luke iv. 18, by Brother D. Skinner. 
“The spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath 
anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor, he hath 
sent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach deliver- 
ance to the captives and recovering of sight to the 
blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” 

Concluding Prayer, by Br. J. 8. Thompson. 

Alter the morning service, the brethren retired to 
the house of Br. Thomas F. King, and proceeded 
in the business of the council. 

1. Chose Brother Asner Knee ann, Modere- 
tor. 

2. Chose Br. Jonn S. Tuompson, Clerk, 

3. Resolved, that it is expedient, and that we do 
hereby organize an Association of Universalists, to 
be denominated “ The Hudson River Association,” 
including in territorial extent, all the counties bor- 
dering on the Hadson River, from Lake Champlain 
to the Atlantic, with the Societyin Danbury, (Con.) 
and such others in the vicinity of said River, as may 
desire to unite im fellowship with the aforesaid As- 
sociation. 

4. Appointed Brs. A. Kneeland, T. F. King and 
D. Skinner, a Committee, to draft a Constitution 
for this Association, to be presented at its first ses- 
sion in September 1826. 

5. Resolved, that we approve the Constitution of 
the “ Universalist Convention of the State of N. 
Y.” formed at the last annual session of the 
Western Association of Universalists, convened at 
Eaton’s Bush, Herkimer Co, 1825, 

6. Appointed Brs. A. Kneeland and T. F. King, 
Delegates from this Association to attend the Uni- 
versalist Convention, to meet at Madison on the 
second Wednesday of May, 1826. 

7. Appointed Br. A. Kneeland to prepare the 
Minutes of the proceedings of this meeting, and 
accompany them with a Circular Letter; and that 
they be published in the Gospel Herald, with a re- 
quest that they be copied into the Evangelical Res- 
torationist, and Religious Inquirer. 

8. Resolved, that the first meeting of this Associ- 
ation be held in Danbury, (Con.) on the second 
Wednesday and Thursday of September (next) an- 
no Domini 1826 ; and that those Societies already 
existing in its boundarias, and such others as may be 
formed previous to its first session, be, and hereby 
are requested to send delegates to represent them in 
this Association. 

9. Assembled in the evening for public wor 
ship. Introductory Prayer, by Br. A. Kneeland. 
Sermon by Br. J. S. Thompson, from Luke ix. 96. 
“ For the Son of man is not come to destroy mene 
lives, but to save them.” 





‘ember instant, a number of ministers and dele- 


Concluding Prayer, by Br. D. Skinner 
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Thursday Morning. 

16. Assembled for public worship. 

Introductory prayer, by Br. J. S. Thompson. 
Sermon, by Br. A. Kneeland, from Acts x. 34, 36, 
im connexion with Col. iii. 25. “ Of a truth I per- 
ceive that God is no respecter of persons; but in 
every nation he that feareth him, and worketh right- 
eousness, ts accepted with him. But he that doeth 
torong shall receive for the wrong which he hath 
done: and there is no respect of persons.” 

Concluding Prayer and Benediction, by Br. T. F. 
King ; by which the labours of the council, as well 
as the public services on the occasion were closed. 

Aprer KNEELAND, Moderator. 
Joun 8S. Tuompson, Clerk. 
CIRCULAR. 

To all the believers in the gospel which was 
preached to Abraham, saying, “In thee shall all 
nations be blessed ;” to those residing in the coun- 
ties bordering the Hudson river, in particular ; to 
the ransomed of the Lord even of the “ Mediator 
between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who 
gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due 
time ;” and to all the children of humanity, where- 
soever scattered abroad, to whom this Epistle may 
come ; the ministers and delegates convened at Hud- 
son in the state of N. Y. send Christian salutation. 
Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 

When we take into consideration the wonderful 
improvements of various kinds which have been 
made, and are still making, in our happy country; 
as it was natural to expect, so it is gratifying to per- 
ceive, that, against many formidable impediments, 
even to persecution, (as far as the genius of the 
government of our country would permit) more 
liberal views of God and religion than were known, 
or even thought of by our forefathers, have in some 
measure kept pace with the republicanism and the 
internal improvements of the country. 

Except the bare knowledge of the dead letter of 
Scripture, (which was as good as lost to those whose 
minds were blinded by the god of this world) but 
little more than half a ceftury has elapsed since the 
doctrine of universal grace was first preached on 
the shores of America; and several years since 
that period, one of its first preachers was stoned in 
Boston, Massachusetts, in the desk, while preaching 
good tidings of great joy to all people. About the 
year 1780, the General Convention of Universalists 
of the New-England states was organized, which 
was the only body of the kind in existence for many 
years ; at length the Eastern Association was form- 
ed; which was followed by the Northern, in 1803; 
by the Western, in 1804, which afterwards extended 
itself to several branches. In 1815 or 16, the 
Southern Association was formed; since which 
time several have been added in Massachusetts and 
New-Hampshire. Within our own state, this, which 
we have now organized, is the second which has 
been added since last June, making now, seven As- 
soviations of Universalists inthe state of New-York. 
All this we mention, besides several Associations 
which might be named in Otrio, and the extension 
of our cause to the South. 





The object of forming religious associations has 
been appreciated by all the denominations of Chris 
tians. It tends to strengthen the bonds of uniou, 
disseminate the knowledge of the truth, and to pto- 
mote a spirit of harmony and sincere affectiy; 
among the brethren, by making them more ac. 
quainted with each other, and better known in the 
world. It will be perceived that the religious bodies 
of our order are becoming much more systematizej 
than they were ; and, in this state at least, their jer. 
ritorial extent will be much better known. It was 
thought best, as it Was most convenient, to make 
“The Hudson River Association,” long and nay. 
row, on account of the facility and cheapness o; 
travelling from its most extreme parts by means o; 
steam-boats. Its width is left indefinite, and may be 
extended as shall be found convenient to the bret). 
ren in the adjacent counties. 

Brethren, we have had a very pleasant time. 
Unanimity and harmony pervaded our council ; and 
though the audience was not large particularly in 
the morning of the first day, yet our public dis- 
courses were heard with devout attention. On the 
whole, we believe that our meeting will be produc- 
tive of much good. We would earnestly and af. 
fectionately invite some of our ministering brethren 
from the Eastward, to meet us at Danbury, in Asso- 
ciation, next September. It being but one week 
before the General Convention, perhaps they inuy 
bend their way thither in the same journey. 

We would entreat our believing brethren, who 
have not already organized themselves into religious 
societies, to attend to this matter as soon as con- 
venient, that they may be represented in this, or in 
some other religious Association. If it be not con- 
venient to send delegates, send a letter, giving the 
state of your society, and so far as is practicable, 
the number of believers belonging to the same, re- 
questing to be received into the fellowship of the 
Association, and thereby participating in all the 
blessings of our associated capacity. It is found 
from long experience, that these public meetings at 
our various Associations, where there is an oppor 
tunity of hearing different gifts have been blessed. 
under God, as the means of calling out many to 
hear, perhaps for the first time, whose prejudices 
would have before prevented them, even if there 
had been an opportunity, from hearing the same 
persons on the sabbath, but who, afterwards, becoing 
so attached to the doctrine that they wish ever to 
sit under it, since they can hear no other with de- 
light. 

To all the sons and daughters of Adam, then, we 
say, Come, and hear, and judge for yourselves. 
You will find a gospel that binds up and heals tl 
broken hearted ; that recovers the sight of the blind, 
and sets at liberty them that are bruised. You wil! 
find a Saviour who came not to destroy men’s lives ; 
but to save them. You will hear of a God, who 
is not a merciless vindictive tyrant; but who ap- 
proves of the good of every nation; yet never suf 
fers sin to go unpunished: a God who deals ov! 
with an impartial hand, to him who worketh rig!t- 
eousness, or him whe doeth wrong, the fruits of bh. 
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wn labour, according to his own merit or demerit, 
without respect to persons. 
By order of the Association, 
ABNER KNEELAND. 
—~<p-—. 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—The subject of the “ Lord's Sup- 

er.’ I have of late often heard discussed ; but as 

vet [have not been satisfied concerning it. The 
generality of preachers with whom I am acquainted 
contend, that the command of our Lord, “ This do, 
in remembrance of me;” is as much binding on 
christians at the present day, as it was when spoken 
by Christ to his disciples. Being desirous to have 

a correct understanding of the subject, I therefore 

send for your consideration the passage (Luke xxii, 

19.) containing the command of ou: Lord, and re- 

quest your remarks thereon. C.P. 
Southold, October 15, 1825. 

REMARKS ON LUKE XXII. 19. 

“4nd he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, 
and gave unto them, saying, This is my body, 
which is given for you: this do in remembrance 
of me.” 

It is worthy of observation that we nowhere read 
in the Scriptures of “The Sacrament of the Lord's 
Supper.” It was left to more modern times to frame 
this title, and impose on the mind of man a formuia 
and phrase unknown to primitive Christians. The 
reader by examining the connexion, (Luke xxii. 
7—18,) will be convinced that Christ and his dis- 
ciples, who were Jews, were convened for the ob- 
servance of a Jewish rite; namely, to “eat the 
Passover.” By turning to Exodus xii. 1—28, the 
reader will find the account of the institution of the 
Passover. It was typical of Christ, and his coming 
in his kingdom, at the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
the introduction of the Gospel in the room and 
stead of the Mosaic economy. When the Passover 
was instituted, the Jews fled from Egypt. When 
it was fulfilled and abolished by the coming of 
Christ, at the destruction of Jerusalem, the disciples 
or believers in Christ, fled from Jerusalem. We 
challenge contradiction when we assert, that not so 
much as one of all the rites and ceremonies of the 
Mosaic economy survived the end of that economy ; 
and that not one of all those rites and ceremonies 
was ever binding on any Gentile convert to Chris- 
tianity, after the dispersion of the Jews, and the 
abolition of their religion. We also assert, and 
challenge contradiction, that Jesus Christ nor his 
disciples or apostles never instituted, nor ordained, 
any Sacrament called “The sacrament of the Lord’s 
supper.” They met expressly to “eat the Pass- 
over ;” and only observed a ceremony common 
among the Jews for many centuries. The term 
Sacrament was borrowed from the heathen, and 
added to answer a purpose not sanctioned by Christ 
nor his apostles. It signifies an oath ! 

The phrase, “ Lord’s Supper,” is scriptural ; and 
was safficient for Christ’s disciples and apostles. 
They used no heathen phrases to signify their ordi- 
nances. Christ, when met with his disciples to 
“eat the Passover,” said, before breaking the bread, 


“With desire I have desired to eat this passover 
with you before I suffer.” And on breaking the 
bread, and giving it to his disciples, he said, “ This 
is my body which is given for you; this do in re- 
membrance of me. Likewise also the cup after 
supper, saying, This cup is the new testament in 
my blood which is shed for you.” (Luke xxii. 15, 
19, 20.) When the Jews eat the Passover, they did 
it in obedience to the command, and in remem 
brance of the deliverance of their fathers from 
Egyptian bondage. They were ignorant of its 
being a type of the Messiah, &c. But Christ's dis- 
ciples were informed of the intention of the rite, 
and afterwards, until the Lord’s death was shown 
by his coming, they eat bread, &c. in remembrance 
of Christ ; waiting to see the triumphant accomplish 
ment of bis prophecies relative to the destruction 
of Jerusalem, &c. which he assured them should 
happen during that generation. (See Matt. xxiv. 
29—$S4.) 

After the crucifixion, and ascension of our Lord, 
both Jewish and Gentile converts eat their bread, 
and drank their wine, in remembrance of Christ. 
The time had not yet come, when this should be 
no longer necessary. Then there existed no para- 
mount evidence to prove the truth of Christ’s decla- 
ration, that he was the Christ—and to show the 
triumphant and glorious consequences which should 
result fr6m his death. The Jews still worshipped 
in their city, and sacrificed on their altars. Their 
priests appeared regularly in the discharge of duties 
Ordained by the God of heaven. The Temple 
proudly towered and lifted its turrets on high, and 
the lofty spires all combined to exalt the Jewish 
priesthood, and to frown into insignificance, the 
humble followers of the crucified Jesus. Under 
these circumstances the believers in Christ associ- 
ated, and like the twelve, did eat bread, and drink 
wine, in remembrance of their crucified and de- 
spised Master. 

Paul, in his First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
xi. 20—34, 1reproves the Gentile converts for their 
excess and irregularity. After reproving them, and 
reciting the words of Christ, he added, “ For as 
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do 
show the Lord’s death till he come.” The coming 
of the Lord Jesus, agreeably to his declarations, 
(Matt. x. 23; xvi. 27, 28; xxiv. 29—34; Luke 
xxi. 20—33.) showed triumphantly the conse- 
quences of his death, and for ever rendered un- 
necessary the cergtnonies which had their origin in 
the institution of the Jewish Passover. To prove 
that Christ has come, we refer the reader to the 
positive declarations of Christ relative to his coming, 
recorded in the above-named passages. The evi- 
dence there found can be disproved by no argument, 
nor set aside by any sophistry. No event, circum- 
stance, nor doctrine, contained in the Seriptures, 
is, Or can be, more unequivocally related than the 
subject in question. Christ has come. The cere- 
mony observed before his coming, is no longer ne- 
cessary, but is now an empty rite. How can Chris- 
tians pretend to show the Lord’s death until he 
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mouthful of bread, and drinking a few drops of 
wine, now necessary to show the Lord’s death, 
when the Lord himself has shown, in triumph, the 
truth of all bis prophecies ;—maintained his cause 
against his enemies, and prostrated all opposition 
in the dust? As well might men attempt to show 
the splendour of the noon-day sun, by the exhibi- 
tion of a taper; or the fury of the whirlwind, by 
breathing from their nostrils, as to attempt in the 
presence of the cloud of witnesses exhibited by 
Christ, the production of a necessary evidence, of 
the glorious consequences resulting from this tran- 
scendent event. Christ has come. His enemies 
who enjoyed a temporary triumph, are humbled in 
the dust. Sixty generations have passed away, since 
the risen Lord vindicated the truth of his mission in 
the presence of the trembling earth, and astonished 
heavens! 

We are aware that to contend with long establish- 
ed prejudices, is to expose one’s self to obloquy and 
censure. But the truth is too valuable to be buried, 
for no other reason, only because there are many 
who prefer error. Men are men in every age; and 
men have been, and are now more disposed to at- 
tend to the pot-herbs, than to be just and merciful. 
It has been often asserted, that the “Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper,” (as the Passover is called,) is 
one of the greatest evidences of the truth of the 
Christian religion. We never were brought to give 
evidence to the truth of the Christiag religion in 
any shape, nor in the least possible manner, by see- 
ing men and women eat bread, and drink wine. 
Christ never told his disciples to eat bread and 
drink wine, that they might remember him. That 
man whose memory of his Saviour can only be 
freshened, or excited, by meeting his fellows, and 
eating and drinking, must be a stupid Christian! 

We do more than merely to consider this ordi- 
nance, as it is called, an unnecessary and obsolete 
one. We have reasons for considering it prejudi- 
cial to the world of mankind. The causes of its 
first observance, have long ceased to operate. There 
is in the heart of man a disposition to value religious 
ceremonies, and to set them down to the credit of 
the observer, to the neglect or rejection of inyport- 
tant duties. No honest man, acquainted with hu- 
man nature, will deny the truth of this proposition. 
We instance the ceremony of eating bread, and 
drinking wine in Churches, as that one of all others 
most fruitful in cheating the mind inte a belief that 
the most important duty is performed, and the event 
will be a matter of recurrence to the exclusion of 
real obligations, and imperious duties. This cere- 
mony is also the holy hobby horse of fanatics and 
bigots. It is made the food of prejudice, and the 
fuel to feed the hellish fires of religious malice and 
hatred. This is no chimera of a distempered brain. 
[t is history. 

How will the pretensions of the religious world 
appear, even if we were to admit the obligation to 
be imperious at the present day? Is this the only 
command of Christ? No! There are other com- 
mands enforced with more solemnity, which have 
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been explained in such a inanner, as to convince thy 
honest, inquiring mind, that all deserving the nanje 
of religion is included in them. How many furioy: 
sticklers for the ceremony of eating bread, and 
drinking wine in Churches, will shut their ears, ang 
harden their hearts, against the cries and supplice 
tions of the poor and needy! This empty ceremony 
of eating and drinking, at stated periods, is cheap, 
and obtains for the eater the applause of men. To 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and administe; 
to the wants of the necessitous, will cost money, and 
only please the God of heaven! 

We'll throw your sophistry to the winds, ye stick. 
lers for shadows, who can hear, unmoved, the cries 
of the distressed. Would you be religious, obey 
the precepts of Christ, which are as eternal in thei; 
duration as the Throne of Heaven. There are de. 
ties which were never predicated on types and 
shadows, and which no contingents nor circum. 
stances can alter or abrogate. Would you be te. 
ligious, there are examples of your Lord and Mas. 
ter, to feed others, (not yourself,) and, like Job of 
old, to seek for opportunities to bind up the broken 
hearted, and help him that has no helper. The 
greatest evidence of the existence of the religion of 
Christ in the world at any period, which will cor- 
roborate the truths of his mission, is the kindness, 
justice, and mercy, of those who profess to be his 
followers. Eating bread, and drinking wine, wit! 
all the concomitants of long faces, and heads hanging 
like bulrushes, will never perform one religion: 
duty, nor relieve one want of the sons and daugh 
ters of affliction. 

Now for the objection, let it come; we are read) 
to meet it. 

How many sincere ahd humble’ followers o! 
Christ, have felt it a privilege to receive, in sweet 
communion, the elements of his body and blood, 
without neglecting therefor any Christian duty’ 
You, now, are striving to deprive them of this source 
of pious pleasure and edification. We plead ne! 
guilty, to the charge. Read the text again. See 
if vou have not mistaken the meaning of your Sa- 
viour. “For as often as ye eat this bread, and 
drink this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death till be 
come.” (1 Cor. xi. 26.) How often do you eat 
bread, and drink of the cup? Take, then, a word of 
advice. Instead of remembering your Lord and 
Master at distant periods, in public, remember him 
as often as you eat and drink ; and whether you eat 
or drink, or whatsoever you do, do all for the glory 
of God. 

—p— 

iF Mr. JONATHAN BELCHER will in future collect 
the subscriptions te the GOSPEL HERALD in this city 
Subscribers, therefore, are requested to make paymeat to 
him. 
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FOR SALE 

At this Office, Balfour’s Inquiry, Second Edition, ™ 

boards, Price § 1. Also, Balfour's Reply to Sabine, Price 
50 Cents. 
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mever been questioned. And these commands have 
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